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WETLANDS ASSESSMENT

1.0 Project Description

The Department of Energy (DOE) proposes a project at the Rocky Flats Environmental Technology
Site (RFETS), located north of Golden, CO, portions of which would take place in wetlands. The
Phase II field investigation involves surficial soil sampling, monitoring well installation and
borings. Two of the eight borings will be drilled in wetlands. The hydraulic conductivity and
depth to bedrock data from these two locations is required to support the construction of a leachate
collection system on the east face of the present landfill (IHSS 114) in Operable Unit 7.

2.0 Wetlands Effects

The identifiable temporary physical effects on the wetlands would be minor flattening of wetland
vegetation due to backhoe access and operational maneuvering. Project duration in the wetlands
will be less than nine hours. Capping of the boring will remove less than two square feet of
wetland vegetation. The loss will be mitigated during final closure of the landfill.

3.0 Alternatives

The no action alternative is the only other action considered feasible for this project. The no action
alternative would not result in any adverse impacts to wetland and floodplain areas. However,
concentration of metals and organics exceed chemical specific ARARs, and as such, must be
collected and treated.

The impact on wetlands will be minimized by utilizing existing roads where possible and limiting
the site to authorized personnel only. The borings will be performed in the fall when soil
conditions are dry.



